never have him back for all his wanting and asking, unless it could
be made apparent to them that they could not get on without him.
And that was very far from being the case at the moment

The first considerable political pronouncement that he made
after his return to England, at the beginning of May, 1923, took the
form of a grand appeal to both the traditional parties to sink their
differences, and combine to preserve the capitalist system and the
foundations of society, against the great, vehement, deliberate
attack that was being made on them from the Left, and he warned
them that the overthrow of the Coalition, and their own suicidal
faction fights, were paving the way for the Socialists to seize power
and overwhelm them in a common ruin No appeal could have
been more cunningly adapted to convince all those who imagined
themselves to have a stake in the existing order of things, that here
was a champion of their cause more Conservative than the Con-
servatives themselves

Meanwhile the situation in the party itself had come to reproduce,
with weird fidelity, that which had obtained twenty years before at
the time when Winston Churchill had been preparing to leave it
Bonar Law, like Lord Salisbury, had gone home to die, and left
his successor, the hitherto almost unregarded Stanley Baldwin, to
carry on with what amounted to a second-eleven ministry, since the
whole body of Conservative elder statesmen, with the solitary but
portentous exception of Curzon, were out of office, and the objects
of a vindictive heresy hunt on account of their fidelity to Lloyd
George Even before Bonar Law had retired, the evidence of b/-
elections had shown how quickly popular sentiment had begun to
revolt against this inert and unimpressive combination, and for Mr.
Baldwin to have clung to office on a merely negative programme,
would have been to have repeated Balfour's mistake without Bal-
four's excuse of patriotic necessity And the disaster ^that must have
certainly, according to precedent, overwhelmed him at the next
appeal to the country, might easily have taken the form anticipated
by Churchill of a Socialist landslide

Whether by instinct or calculation, therefore, he refused to wait for
the pendulum to gather additional momentum, but went to the
country at once for a mandate of qualified release from the shackles
of the Free Trade Dogma This gave the Liberals the opportunity
of uniting on the one point of intelligible principle on which they
< were all agreed, and the edifying spectacle was even seen of Mr.
Asquith and Mr* Lloyd George looking as pleasant as the circum-
stances permitted on the same platform It also gave Mr, Churchill
the opportunity of trying his fortunes for the last tune as liberal
candidate for an industrial constituency, this tune in Leicester, But
it was the experience of Dundee over again, except that tto time,
besides his being assailed with the extraordinary fury Ins anti-
Socialist principles drew upon him from the Left, there was a Con-
servative to absorb the votes on the Eight, and he was left to ccltecl